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Ordinary Meeting of KCC 

Monday 4th November 2024 at 7.30pm 

in Kilmaronock Millennium Hall 
 

1)    Sederunt 

KCC : Andrew Sinnott (Secretary/AS), David Scott Park (DSP) plus 8 other members of the 

community. 

Note : As there are not enough members present there is no quorum. There can be no 

meaningful vote by attending members on matters raised however the minutes will be 

recorded to inform future discussions. 

 

2)    Apologies 

Gavin MacLellan (Vice chair/GM) and Anita Anderson (Treasurer/AA) 

AS apologized for lack of email distribution in advance of the meeting due to having his 
laptop rebuilt and new unfamiliar software installed causing a loss of all email addresses. 

 

3)    Declaration of interest for tonight’s agenda 

None. 

 

4)    Minutes of meeting on 8th July 2024 

Proposed as accurate by DSP, these will seconded and adopted when CC can next meet. 

 

5)    Gartocharn Nursery Places 

AA submitted the following for tonight’s meeting and Chloe was present to discuss it with us.  

Summary of meeting on 11th October 2024 to discuss Early Learning provision at 

Gartocharn Primary. 

Present at the meeting were Jackie Baillie, Laura Mason (Senior Education Officer), Alison 

Bowers (Senior Education Officer for Early Years), Michelle McGinty (caseworker for 

Jackie), Chloe and myself. 

Chloe gave an excellent presentation on the current situation at Gartocharn Primary Early 

Learning Centre with regard to the following 

▪ Lack of places for preschool children ( aged 3-5 ) 

▪ Abolishment of care for 0-3 year olds (there are 8 children in this range in the village ) 

▪ Special Needs children from outwith the area have priority over local children 

▪ Time taken to take children to a childcare centre outwith Gartocharn 
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▪ Public Transport is not conducive for parents without cars having to take children for 

childcare outwith Gartocharn 

▪ Applications for childcare outwith Gartocharn did not all reply 

▪ The validity of the ballot that decided to give 3-5 year olds 4 days care instead of 5  

▪ (All local parents said they had voted for 5 days) 

Laura and Alison explained that it was Scottish Government policy to prioritise children with 

special needs over local children and that no child in Gartocharn aged 3-5 had been denied 

a place (to be confirmed). Care for 0-3 year olds had been stopped due to the high demand 

for places for 3-5 year olds this year. This could alter next year if the demand was less.  

The ballot deciding to change care  from 5 days per week to a random 4 days will be 

investigated. 

We were assured that there was no plan to make Gartocharn Primary a “Special Needs 

School / Nursery”. 

Jackie Baillie offered to take our case to the Scottish Government to see what flexibility to 

the current policy could be applied to rural settings. 

After discussion, Chloe presented the Post-It note given to her by head of Gartocharn 

Primary School, Anne McKerry, but it only contained the percentage of votes for the 4/5 day 

option without any details of numbers of votes. KCC will invite Anne to our next meeting and 

write to Alison & Laura for further information on the vote.  

KCC to invite GPS Head Teacher to next meeting  

KCC to follow up with WDC officers 

 

6)    Treasurers Report 

Outgoings since last meeting were for KMH rental and internet hosting. 

Current account balance : £1568.57 

Benevolent fund balance : £354.41  

Currently, the above are in separate accounts. As Bank of Scotland are introducing charges 
on these accounts, we will combine the two and keep track via the cashbook spreadsheet. 

 

7)    Planning Matters  

Change of use of agricultural land/ garden ground for the siting of 2no. lodges (for 

holiday use), formation of access, solar panels and associated infrastructure  

Blairbeich Finnary Road Gartocharn Alexandria G83 8RR 

Ref. No: 2024/0225/DET | Received: Thu 08 Aug 2024 | Validated: Fri 23 Aug 2024 | Status: 

Decided 

KCC noted the LLTNPA decision to REFUSE the application and the reasons given. These 

were primarily based on the judgement that the location of the site did not comply with the 

guidelines on “safe walking distance” which is 1km from amenities. LLTNPA judged that the 

route to the nearest amenities was safe but that visitors arriving by car will use it rather than 

walk or cycle any great distance (>1km). 
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The applicant was present to discuss his application and the decision notice with us. 

A comment was made that, in general, adding pods for tourist use should be seen as a good 

thing as it is preferable to losing housing stock from residential use to be used as a second 

home holiday let.  

DSP made the following points : 

• This could be very detrimental to rural businesses and farm diversification. Followed to 

its logical conclusion there would be no new businesses in the west of Scotland. 

• Walking to the village is not a major attraction as there isn’t much to do once there. 

• It rather makes the assumption that no one drives an electric car or rides a bicycle. 

• The NP has a number of car parks scattered around the NP which suggests they expect 

visitors to use a car. 

 

New since last meeting 

• Erection of shed  

Ross Priory Gartocharn West Dunbartonshire G83 8NL  

Ref. No: 2024/0279/DET | Received: Wed 02 Oct 2024 | Validated: Tue 15 Oct 2024 | 
Status: Current  

The location, size and purpose of the shed was discussed. 

KCC has no comment 

 

• Provision of BBQ hut, hot tub and sauna for holiday pod  

Ballagan Farm Gartocharn Alexandria G83 8LY  

Ref. No: 2024/0253/DET | Received: Wed 04 Sep 2024 | Validated: Fri 13 Sep 2024 | 
Status: Current  

KCC has no comment 

 

8)   Correspondence 

FoLLaT and Renewable Energy Community Benefit Funds 

We were briefed on the meeting called by a local tourist promotional organisation, Friends of 
Loch Lomond and the Trossachs who are intending to set up a new organisation to take 
control of any Community Benefit Funds arising from renewable energy ventures particularly 
those from the Vale of Leven Windfarm should it go ahead. A summary of the meeting was 
circulated and one of the attendees was present to discuss it with us in person. See 
Appendix 1. 
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A group of local community councils, including KCC, have already been investigating this on 
behalf of their local communities so were disappointed that FoLLaT decided they would try to 
subvert that for their own gain. Despite the fact that a show of hands in support of their 
proposal was rejected three times without a single vote in their favour, FoLLaT have decided 
to proceed anyway. 

 

Police Scotland 

Three crimes recorded. 

▪ Intentional or reckless destruction of structures that protects or shelters any wild animal. 

In this instance related to the maternity of bats. 

▪ Failing to report a road traffic collision.  

▪ Careless driving. 

See Appendix 2 for the full crime report. 

 

9)    Community Matters/Local Place Plan                    

Local Place Plan 

KCC met with the LPP implementation group and discussed project allocation and project 

management for those projects needing community support. Progress of the projects will be 

reported in future KCC meetings and updates posted on the KCC website. KCC will facilitate 

community consultations where information can be presented and discussed before 

implementation. 

The validity of the LPP was questioned as some people were not aware of the contents or 

how the contents were decided and illustrated. Specifically, about housing and the expansion 

of the village envelope. 

AS commented that the LPP plan consultations were all carried out openly and the process 

was examined and validated by the LLTNPA. The level of engagement was in the hands of 

the community, some chose to engage, some not. The contents reflect input given at the 

various consultation stages and events. Further engagement will be needed as projects 

progress. 

For example, regarding the village envelope, the LPP is not the same as the LDP (Local 

Development Plan) which is the official planning document and that during the creation of the 

next LDP the LPP will form a basis for discussions and further statutory public consultation 

will take place. KCC will make sure that everyone is kept informed when the consultation is 

launched by the LLTNPA. 

It was raised that expertise will be needed to implement a Housing Needs and Demand 

Assessment (HNDA) so we will appreciate any assistance with that when the time comes. 

Relocation of War Memorial 

AS spoke to James Macrae from KMH committee. The committee would be happy to host the 

memorial but their preference was for it to be relocated to the Old Kirk. 

The play park has also been discussed but not with the landowner. 
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KCC would be happy to arrange a special meeting where advocates for each location can 
present their case for the community to assess. 

 

10)    Kilmaronock Community Trust 

The next trustee meeting is coming up mid-November. Volunteers willing to assist with 
projects should contact kct@gartocharn.org  

 

11)   National Park Issues 

The new bye-laws went live on 1st November. 

 

12)   West Dunbartonshire Council 

KCC has requested a date for our annual meeting with the Roads Dept. No reply so far. 

KCC (AS) to resend request  

 

13)   Balloch Castle Country Park Regeneration Group Report 

Sally Page representing BCCPRG gave an update on the group’s progress. 

The partnership agreement with WDC has been signed which will allow projects to go forward. 

A couple of smaller projects will be first to gain experience and develop credibility. Renovation 

of the kiosk inside the building and the North Lodge will help generate revenue for 

reinvestment.  

 

14) AOB 

There is a Citizen’s Science project which may be of interest to many in our area as it will 
analyse water quality in our watercourses. Details will be made available on how to get a 
sampling pack with instructions.  

There is a public event in the Hall on 19th November with presentations by Scottish Centre 
for Ecology and the Natural Environment (SCENE) 

 

15)   Next Meeting   

Monday 13th January 2025 at 19:30 in KMH 

Please send in any items for discussion to secretary@kilmaronockcc.org This helps us to 

prepare in advance to make the meetings run smoother. 

 

Meeting closed at 21.10h  
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Appendix 1 
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Appendix 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL REPORT 

Name of Community Council: - Kilmaronock Community Council 

Date of Report: - 01/11/2024 (covering period from 30/08/24 – 01/11/24) 

Submitting officer: - PC Michael McKay 

Crimes/Offences 

that have occurred 

in community area 

since last meeting 

 

There have been three recorded crimes in the 

Community Council area since the date of their last 

meeting in September 2024. 

One crime relates to intentional or reckless 

destruction of structures that protects or shelters 

any wild animal. In this instance this relates to the 

maternity of bats. Enquiries ongoing to establish 

persons responsible. 

One crime relates to a failing to report a road traffic 

collision. A vehicle had it’s wingmirror removed by 

a vehicle travelling in the opposing carriageway 

and this vehicle failed to stop. No details of the 

offending vehicle were noted. 

The final crime relates to that of careless driving. 

The driver was driving too quickly for the 

conditions, lost control of their vehicle and 

thereafter collided with another. The driver was 

issued a ticket with 3 penalty points and £100 fine. 

 

In addition, Police have dealt with a number of 

incidents in the area since the time of the last 

meeting but for non-criminal matters such as 

general requests for assistance and road traffic 

matters/breakdowns.  

Updates on previous 

actions 

N/A as no officer was present. 
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