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Planning and Architecture Division 
Victoria Quay 
Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ.  
  
 
9 July 2020 
  
Dear Sir, 
 
Loch Lomond Park Authority -Planning Application 
Ross Priory, Gartocharn, West Dunbartonshire G83 8NL 
Reference 2020/0055DET 
 
 
  
Kilmaronock Community Council (KCC) would like to bring to the attention of the Scottish Ministers that a 
major detailed planning application has been submitted to the Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National 
Park Authority by The Hunter Foundation for The Erection of Training Centre(class xiii) comprising 
Leadership Centre and 4 number Visitor Accommodation buildings with associated car parking and 
landscaping on a greenfield site in the grounds of the historic Ross Priory on the banks of Loch Lomond.  
 
KCC are a statutory consultee and to reach our opinion we have consulted with Independent Experts and 
our Community by poll. We have also benchmarked the proposal against the relevant Local Development 
Plan. From this research we have reached a conclusion that this project is not suited to the location and we 
have submitted an “objection” to the Planning Authority. 
  
Ross Priory is a category A listed building, is located on a prominent site on the banks of Loch Lomond and 
lies within a Designated Garden and Designed Landscape.  It is surprising that an  application for this 
sensitive site on the shores of Loch Lomond has not been the subject of an Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report before the consultation process.  
 
The Planning Authority, have allowed the Applicant to progress with the Application even though it goes 
against the prime principle of the National Park "to conserve and enhance the natural and cultural 
heritage" and is contrary to a number of Overarching Policies contained within the adopted Loch Lomond 
and the Trossachs Local Development Plan. 
 
Overarching Policy 1 Strategic Principles – Aim 1 is to conserve and enhance the natural and cultural 
heritage – the large modern angular buildings with extensive glazing, visible from the Loch and surrounds 
do not meet this. In other areas the Plan endorses the use of traditional architecture and natural materials, 
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Natural Environment Policy 3 Sites of Special Scientific Interest, The site sits between SSSIs and is close to 
National Nature Reserves and RAMSAR Sites,  and is not “imperative for the public interest” and there are 
“alternative solutions”. The creation of a large light emitting structure between SSSI’s will be disruptive to 
animal movements. 
 
Natural Environmental Policy 4 Legally Protected Species, “Development will not be permitted where it 
would have an adverse impact on any protected species…such as Ospreys” 
 
Historic Environment Policy 3 & 4,  the project does not enhance the historic Ross Priory buildings or 
landscape/gardens, 
 
Natural Environmental Policy 6, Natural Environmental Policy 8 - The development destroys natural 
landscape and does not enhance biodiversity, 
 
Natural Environmental Policy 11 there is no evidence to demonstrate that there would not be an impact on 
riparian habitats. 
  
In terms of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland)Act, section 46, and other Planning Circulars, the 
Scottish Ministers can notify a planning authority and call in a planning application for determination. KCC 
are requesting you to undertake this task. 
 
As the Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park Authority has yet to reach a decision on this 
application and given there has been no EIA for information purposes there is a possibility that the 
application process could proceed with-out diligent scrutiny. With this concern, KCC consider the calIing-in 
of this application as a matter of genuine national interest as this development may have an adverse 
impact on both riparian, heritage and landscape attributes of Loch Lomond. We are also concerned that by 
not calling in this Application a precedent will be established whereby developers will again seek to 
challenge the well intended aims of the National Park. 
 
We know how special Loch Lomond is to our heritage and urge you to consider our request with highest 
importance. 
  
Yours sincerely  
 

 
 
  

 
G MacLellan 
Chairman of Kilmaronock Community Council 
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Mr John McNairney, Chief Planner 

Jackie Baillie , MSP 


